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Photo Apps: ColorSplash, AutoStitch and Polomoid Camera
Gadjo Cardenas Sevilla- 8/10/2009 11:36:00 AM
With the improved built-in camera in the iPhone 3GS, taking photos is better than ever.
Shutterbugs love the improved 3-megapixel camera that does 640x480 video, offers geotagging,
auto-focus and auto-white balance plus auto-exposure. The new hardware is more versatile than
the fixed-focus 2-megapixel camera found on earlier models.

A neat innovation is the touch-to-focus feature that can help when separating an
object from the foreground. Depending on what you touch on screen, the camera
quickly makes adjustments for an optimal and properly exposed and focused
picture.

Let us now look at some apps that greatly enhance any iPhone's photographic
functionality.

ColorSplash  ($1.99)

ColorSplash is an app that does one thing only
surprisingly well. Taking photos from your
iPhone's camera roll, ColorSplash allows you to
convert photos to black and white while keeping
certain details in colour.  The effect is known as
a "cutout" or "selective desaturation" and helps
give some photos a bit of extra punch and
personality.

Say someone sends you a photo of their blue-
eyed newborn baby; you can quickly convert the
photo to a nice, nostalgic black and white photo
but leave the baby's eyes a radiant blue. Send
this photo back to the proud parent and they'll
have a unique keepsake.

Surprisingly robust, ColorSplash uses the
iPhone's inherent features such as two-finger
pinching to zoom in and out, as well the ability
to work in landscape and portrait mode thanks
to the accelerometer.

ColorSplash offers a range of four brush types
(hard or soft-edged, opaque or transparent) that
you can guide with your finger across the
phone's screen. There is a multiple undo
function that helps reset any touch up mistakes.

The best thing about ColorSplash is its ability to
save the photos in full resolution so that they
simply look stunning once you view them on your desktop. It is amazing how you

can take a bland photo and make it look interesting by playing around with ColorSplash. It is easy to learn,
highly intuitive and allows for photo editing in the iPhone.

AutoStitch   ($1.99)

One of the best things about digital photography is the availability of
photo-stitching software that merges a series of digital photos into one
large horizontal or vertical panorama. During the days of film, such an
endeavor would take hours of manipulation in the darkroom with no
guaranteed results.

It took a while to get things right in terms of desktop software but now
most camera companies have some version of a photo stitching
application that can almost seamlessly merge pictures and colour-
correct them into spectacular panoramas. Many cameras now integrate
the feature and allow for you to take a succession of shots for the
purpose of sewing them together digitally but very few of them actually
perform the stitching in-camera.

AutoStitch is an amazing application in the sense that it uses the
iPhone's processing power to render and merge multiple photos into
seamless wide-angle photos. Everything is done neatly and quickly in
the iPhone.

You can take anything from two to 20 images, drag them into a set and
then watch as AutoStitch weaves them together on the fly. The result is
a stunning panorama that can now easily be emailed, uploaded or
printed out.

While not evident when viewed on the iPhone, the photos are crisp and
pretty high resolution once viewed on a desktop.

AutoStitch works best with photos taken in bright, even lighting and
without much movement. It's a great way to visualize large landscapes
and is particularly useful outdoors although it does have its uses when
photographing architecture and interiors.

Polomoid Camera  ($1.99)

Polomoid Camera takes photography on the iPhone to a whole new level.
Going back to the good old days of Polaroid instant photography, Polomoid
gives users a selection of filters that reproduce Polaroid, Lomography,
polarizing effect, retro and black and white.

You can also add white borders to your pictures, similar in style to old
Polaroid photos plus there is the ability to add dark corners (similar to Lomo
photography) as well as adjust picture brightness. Polomoid Camera really
extends the abilities of the iPhone camera and gives users the opportunity
to transform their photography into truly unique images. You can also write
messages or draw on your photos with different colour brushes which is a
feature that is both useful and a lot of fun to use. 

I used all the filters and found that the Retro Effect filter was the most
outstanding. It made my colour photos look like they were taken in the late
60s or 70s. The Lomography Filter was similarly fun to use and
approximated the saturated, high-contrast effect of some Lomo cameras.
Polomoid Camera extends your iPhone's photography toolbox and results in
photos that are fun to take, look at and share.
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