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One of the most common dilemmas faced by new iPhone users is what sort of case will protect the
device's shiny exterior and screen but which won't add any unwanted bulk. Let's face it, the iPhone on its
own is wonderfully sized, easy to pocket and balanced and weighted quite perfectly. It is the ideal device ®

N

to carry without a case or au naturel.
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The reality, however, is that in a matter of days, your shiny new sliver of 3G
technology can get scratched up pretty badly while going toe-to-toe with other
foreign objects in your pocket or purse.

Turn your Mac into

The iPhone 3G's slick polycarbonate/ Zirconia case isn't made from the grippiest
material either and can eventually slip through your fingers. Let me tell you, there
Isn't a more horrifying sensation then seeing your iPhone begin its accelerated
descent towards the marble floor.

I've been a Mac fan for more
than a decade and I'm thrilled to
share some of my favourite Apple
finds with the Macworld Canada
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latest Mac news, best Mac
applications, and Mac tips and
tricks. Amber Mac Articles
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The best compromise is an aesthetic or low profile iPhone case. One that offers
some degree of protection, improved grip and that doesn't add too much bulk and
weight. We've reviewed a few cases we like and think they do an acceptable job at
keeping things light while keeping the iPhone safe.

Power Support Black Air Jacket Set for iPhone 3G/3GS

Power Support has taken the user's desire for a matte-black iPhone and created
the lowest profile case available for the iPhone 3G and 3GS. The Air Jacket is a
super-thin cover that
snaps behind the
IPhone's back,
covering it completely
but leaving all the
necessary access to
the camera, power
button, volume buttons
and the
charging/synching
port. This set also
comes with the best
screen cover we've
seen for the iPhone.
Available in glossy or
the much more
preferable matte, the
screen protector is a
bit difficult to apply
without getting dust in between it and the iPhone but once in place it is just great.
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It cuts down on the glare and at the same time is unmatched at protecting the
iIPhone's touchscreen from scratches and more importantly from facial oils.

The Black Air Jacket adds no discernible girth or weight to the iPhone, nor does it impede its functionality in any
way. You will hardly notice it is there except for the matte, satin finish and the lack of any shiny Apple logo.The
Black Air Jacket is really just that, a jacket. You can't really expect maximum protection from it in high-impact
situations but it will keep the iPhone reasonably safe from dust, scratches and bumps.

The Power Support Black Air Jacket Set is the case we've had on the most and it's done an admirable job
protecting our old iPhone 3G and recently our 3GS while keeping the weight down. We feel that at $40.00,
the Black Air Jacket is overpriced for what you get but nothing on the market compares to it.

***% (four stars out of five)

Griffin Elan Form Hard-Shell Leather Case for iPhone 3G

Griffin's Elan Form Leather Case for iPhone  combines a hard polycarbonate shell with top-grain leather that
offers comprehensive impact protection and adds style points to the iPhone 3G's look.

Basically a two-piece snap on kit, the Elan Form covers all the edges
of the iPhone 3G from drops and bumps. Once snapped-shut, the
case adds overall protection while adding just a little bit more weight
and girth.

This case offers the EasyDock feature that enables quick docking by
simply taking out the lower half of the case. The leather does add
better grip overall and seems to make it look a lot sturdier. We can
also attest to the toughness of the case as we've had our series of
drops and mishaps and the case protected the iPhone each time.

A few problems we encountered with the Elan Form Hard-Shell
were that the sharp edges on the inside of the case could scratch the
iIPhone. The leather exterior is also glued on and can come undone.
For the edges scratching problem, we resorted to adding slivers or
paper or Post-It notes in between iPhone and case to buffer the
contact points. The leather can be glued back on just as easily. At
$35.00, Griffin's Elan Form Leather Case may be expensive, but you have the option of getting a leather-less
version for $25.00 in the Griffin Elan Nu, which is exactly the same in polycarbonate construction.

*** (three stars out of five)
Incase Protective Cover for iPhone 3G and 3GS

Sometimes rubber offers the best protection and we've found that the Incase Protective Cover is the most
evolved and most lightweight case in this segment. Made from tough, form-fitting rubber that secures and
protects everything except the iPhone's touchscreen, it is ideal for the truly active and sporty users.

One of the best features of the Incase Protective Cover is the
micro Topo pattern which offers unrivaled surface grip even if
your hands are moist. The rubber is also well balanced, it is
flexible without being flimsy so it conforms to the iPhone's
shape extremely well and fits snugly.

One issue we have experienced with rubber cases is that they
are horrible dust and lint magnets and tend to get a lot of icky
things stuck between themselves and the iPhone, which could
lead to scratching of the iPhone's case.

The Incase Protective Cover is different in the sense that it
doesn't attract dust as much and seems to be made from a
more resistant type of rubber, if there's such a thing. It still
catches dust in between though, which is really the bane of most rubber cases. It is also a little tricky to attach
given that the rubber is hard but once installed, your iPhone really feels protected and is much easier to grip.
Costing $34.95 and available in 12 colours the Incase Protective Cover is one rubber case that doesn't feel
cheap or janky and is one of the most aesthetic and low profile cases available.

**** (four stars out of five)
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